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As a book of beginnings, Genesis has as its central concern the explanation 
of why things are the way they are. Each account we find in Genesis offers 
insights into our relationship with God, our relationship to creation, and our 
relationships with one another. 

First, we read of two human beings made in the image of God and 
made for each other. They lived in a garden world—a paradise filled with 
every good thing—in which they lived and moved and breathed in the pres-
ence of God. They enjoyed unmediated communion with God and with 
each other. But these two humans moved away from God—first by eating 
fruit and later by hiding among the trees. Then there was a murder, evidence 
that all is not right with our world. As if we needed to be reminded. How did 
we get to this place?

Genesis is a complex book. Its storyline underscores the basic goodness 
of humanity—made in the image of God—while recounting times and ways 
humans have caused suffering. And because this is the story of God’s people, 
it is also a kind of family history that focuses on how these people once again 
became God’s people. These are the people of Israel from whom would 
come the Messiah and through whom all might be welcomed into the family 
of God, the very kingdom of heaven.

Even so, we must read Genesis as a foreign text. It is ancient. It comes 
to us from a culture other than our own, and from a place many of us will 
never visit. And yet, because we have been “grafted in their place to share 
the rich root” (Romans 11:17), this story has become our story. Our place, 
then, as Christian readers is to understand that this text should undermine 
our certainties. It should challenge our cultural assumptions, and if we let it, 
we might also find that it challenges our assumptions about God, about one 
another, and about ourselves.

The creation story, which we sometimes read like a newspaper account 
of what God did each day, is a poem. As you have time in the coming weeks, 
read it over and over again. Read it aloud. Read it with pauses at the end 
of each line. Read it as you might read a poem. Note also the vision of this 
poem. There is both intent: God saw that it was good—and effect: death 
enters the world, and we must find a way to keep on living.

—Eric Muhr

A Book of Beginnings
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Created by God to Know God
Genesis 1:24–31; 3:1–9

Key Verses

“So God created humankind in his image, in the 
image of God he created them; male and female he 
created them” (Genesis 1:27). This is the message 
of the Genesis account. God’s creation of human 
beings is special. We can’t read it any other way 
without doing violence to the text. Human beings 
are the only creatures made in the image of God. 
This is stressed in verse 26 and reemphasized in 
verse 27. Humans were patterned after God. We 
could not begin to exhaust what this might entail, 
but we can be certain it includes the ability to 
reason and communicate, the ability to understand 

and make moral choices, the capacity to be creative, and most importantly, the 
ability to commune with and fellowship with God.

“They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of 
the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves” (Genesis 3:8). The 
couple first experienced the results of their disobedience in their relationship 
with each other—they covered themselves. Then Adam and Eve discovered 
that their disobedience affected their relationship with God. The garden had 
been a place of worship, joy, and fulfillment. But now when they heard the 
sound of God’s footsteps and the voice they had loved calling them, they had 
a different reaction. What they had once anticipated with eagerness now filled 
them with fear. They hid from God, separated from God by their shame.

Beyond the 
Selected Text

• Ephesians 4:11–13

• Psalm 8:3–8

• Galatians 3:26–28

• Isaiah 51:3

• Revelation 2:7

• 2 Corinthians 11:3

• 1 Chronicles 16:11
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Study Goals

• Think about ways we might grow in our ability to see the eternal 
power and wisdom of God in spite of our limited understanding.

• Discuss what it means that we are created in the image of God.
• Consider why, when God shows up and calls out to us, we attempt 

to cover ourselves and hide from him.

Key Ideas

• The English title, Genesis, is Greek in origin and comes from the 
word geneseos, which appears in the pre-Christian Greek transla-
tion (Septuagint) of 2:4; 5:1. Depending on its context, the word 
can mean “birth,” “genealogy,” or “history of origin.”

• The gospel of John starts with the same three words as the book 
of Genesis, suggesting that the author intended for readers to con-
nect the story of Jesus’ life with the story of creation.

Suggested Prayer

Holy One, hear our prayers and make us faithful stewards of the fragile 
bounty of this earth so that we may be entrusted with the riches of heaven.

Quaker Quote

The serpent tempted Eve to eat of the forbidden fruit, and she took 
and gave to her husband, and so they fell under the serpent’s power, 
and the creatures, out of the power of God, which would have kept 
them in dominion. And so, Adam and Eve, and the serpent, all 
went out of truth. And Eve eating of the tree of knowledge, she had 
knowledge and wisdom after the fall, but not in the dominion, in 
the power of God. But the seed Christ, which was in the beginning, 
bruiseth the serpent’s head, and he is the wisdom of God.

—George Fox
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Genesis 1:24–31
 24 And God said, “Let the earth 

bring forth living creatures of 
every kind: cattle and creeping 
things and wild animals of the 
earth of every kind.” And it was 
so.

 25 God made the wild animals of 
the earth of every kind, and 
the cattle of every kind, and 
everything that creeps upon the 
ground of every kind. And God 
saw that it was good.

 26 Then God said, “Let us make 
humankind in our image, 
according to our likeness; and 
let them have dominion over 
the fish of the sea, and over 
the birds of the air, and over 
the cattle, and over all the wild 
animals of the earth, and over 
every creeping thing that creeps 
upon the earth.”

 27 So God created humankind in 
his image, in the image of God 
he created them; male and 
female he created them.

 28 God blessed them, and God 
said to them, “Be fruitful and 
multiply, and fill the earth and 
subdue it; and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea and over 
the birds of the air and over 
every living thing that moves 
upon the earth.”

 29 God said, “See, I have given you 
every plant yielding seed that is 
upon the face of all the earth, 
and every tree with seed in its 
fruit; you shall have them for 
food.

 30 And to every beast of the earth, 
and to every bird of the air, and 
to everything that creeps on the 
earth, everything that has the 
breath of life, I have given every 
green plant for food.” And it 
was so.

 31 God saw everything that he had 
made, and indeed, it was very 
good. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the 
sixth day.
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Illuminate Genesis 1:24–31

God made the animals, then God created humanity. We were the last of 
all the creatures God made; we are God’s delight (Proverbs 8:31) and to 
God we owe our being. We are made in God’s image, and because the 
Word became flesh (John 1:14), the Son of God was clothed with a body 
like ours and will someday clothe ours with glory like his.

Think on this—we are a visible representation and manifestation of 
God. The God who made the worlds formed the human body according 
to the shape and substance he intended for his own use. And this honor, 
put upon the first human being, is a good reason why we should not 
speak poorly of one another (James 3:9), nor should we treat one another 
poorly (9:6). It has been argued that God made Adam and Eve so that 
all humanity might know that we are of the same blood, that we would 
learn to love one another.

Even before the creation of humanity, God provided plants to eat, 
which is humbling. We can declare with the psalmist, “The earth is the 
Lord’s and all that is in it” (Psalm 24:1). We were made out of the earth, 
we are sustained by the earth, and God gives us all things. We have a 
special relationship to God. 

With this relationship comes responsibility. God’s creative choice was 
to give human beings control of creation. As rulers and caretakers of the 
earth, the power we hold over the earth should be in the likeness of God’s 
creative power that brought it all into being. Finally, because God saw 
everything that he had made and saw that it was good, we also, when we 
have finished a day’s work should take time to reflect.
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 1 Now the serpent was more 
crafty than any other wild 
animal that the Lord God had 
made. He said to the woman, 
“Did God say, ‘You shall not eat 
from any tree in the garden’?”

 2 The woman said to the serpent, 
“We may eat of the fruit of the 
trees in the garden;

 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat 
of the fruit of the tree that is in 
the middle of the garden, nor 
shall you touch it, or you shall 
die.’”

 4 But the serpent said to the 
woman, “You will not die;

 5 for God knows that when 
you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like 
God, knowing good and evil.”

 6 So when the woman saw that 
the tree was good for food, 
and that it was a delight to the 
eyes, and that the tree was to be 
desired to make one wise, she 
took of its fruit and ate; and she 
also gave some to her husband, 
who was with her, and he ate.

 7 Then the eyes of both were 
opened, and they knew that 
they were naked; and they 
sewed fig leaves together and 
made loincloths for themselves.

 8 They heard the sound of the 
Lord God walking in the garden 
at the time of the evening 
breeze, and the man and his 
wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the Lord God 
among the trees of the garden.

 9 But the Lord God called to the 
man, and said to him, “Where 
are you?”

Genesis 3:1–9
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Illuminate Genesis 3:1–9

The serpent is described not only as a beast, but also as a creature of God; 
it must therefore have at one time been good, like everything else that 
God made. Craftiness is a natural characteristic of the serpent (Matthew 
10:16), and it displays cunning: “Did God say . . . ?”—a question 
expressing surprise. Instead of turning away, the woman replies, quoting 
God’s warning and adding these words: “Nor shall you touch it.” This 
addition suggests that maybe she thought God’s rule was too strict. A 
simple misunderstanding, the serpent suggests. God has forbidden you 
to eat the fruit of this tree because he does not wish you to be like himself.

Suddenly, the fruit is a “delight to the eyes.” Eve is curious. Never had 
the fruit looked so desirable to her. She ate the fruit, and then Adam did 
also. Being tempted is not sin, for the tempter used the same technique 
with Jesus in the desert as he used here with Adam and Eve. It is yielding 
to temptation that is the problem.

The illusive hope of being like God excited a longing for the forbidden 
fruit. Distrust of God’s command leads to disregard of it, and we might see 
in this our own desire for independence from God and from one another. 
Their hearts had been pure, their discernment clear, their interactions 
with God direct and unmediated. In the garden, they were surrounded 
by gifts from God.

And then—their eyes are opened. They discover their nakedness. 
They are ashamed, and they try to cover themselves. This experience of 
shame is not an issue of sexuality or corruption, but it is the consciousness 
that they are not worthy to be in God’s presence. They hear the “sound 
of the Lord God walking in the garden,” and they hide. Human beings, in 
our sin and shame, run away from God, but God does not leave us alone. 
He comes to us. This is divine revelation—even in the presence of our 
suffering and shame, God shows up.
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Questions for Understanding

1. What does it mean to be created in the image of God?

2. Do you think everyone bears God’s image?

3. What is our relationship to the rest of creation?

4. What is our responsibility to the rest of creation?

5. What is the serpent’s approach in the temptation of Adam and Eve?

6. How were you last tempted?

7. Why did you give in, or what kept you from giving in?

8. How did God show grace in his interaction with Adam and Eve?

Questions to Ponder

1. Think about your life and the way you process experience. How might 
this story be different if you were in the place of God, dealing with the 
people you had created?

2. These two passages suggest that God walks and talks and has feelings 
(although they don’t explicitly say so). How do you respond to this 
internally? Does it make you feel closer to God? Or do you resist it, 
thinking or feeling that this might somehow diminish who God is?

3. Knowing the difference between good and evil sounds like a good 
thing. We usually refer to that particular trait as discernment. Is that 
what’s being described here? Or is it something different? What do 
you think?

4. Twenty years ago, commentators on Genesis 3:1–9 said it was about 
sin. But some contemporary commentators say it’s actually about 
shame. Do you prefer the first conclusion or the second? And what 
if they’re both right? How do you think people might interpret this 
passage twenty years from now?
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Friendly 
Perspective
by Norman Carr

The bus driver let us off at an 
unofficial stop near a country lane 
on her Martha’s Vineyard route. 
We hoped the island back road 
would lead to a rural, off-the-map 
cemetery, and it did. My wife and 
I set out in different directions to 
scrutinize weathered headstones 
for the name of a family member 
who died in 1732. Found it!

Lois enjoys digging (figu-
ratively) into grave sites, land 
deeds, and decades-old news-
paper articles related to family 
history. She has charted her lin-
eage through distant generations. 
Given her dedication, I expect to 
eventually see the names Adam 
and Eve on her family tree. I lack 
the ambition to chart on paper my 
relationship to Adam and Eve, but 
I accept the family ties and share 
the family curse of sin and denial.

The Creator formed a bond 
unique in the cosmos with human-
kind, modeled on God and placed 
above all creatures on a verdant 
earth. But paradise cannot satisfy 

the greedy. From Adam and Eve, 
we have inherited a palate par-
tial to forbidden fruit. Our intent 
to conceal transgressions fol-
lows each self-indulgent bite and 
diminishes our relationship to 
God. Pride and greed prod us far 
from paradise and so deep into 
the brier that we lose sight of God. 
But no matter how dense and dark 
our path becomes, God does not 
lose sight of us.

Despite our link to Eden, our 
lineage also includes a long line 
of prodigal sons and daughters 
who have become tired of hiding. 
They have found it—the road to 
an open door and a grace-filled, 
“Welcome Home!” God’s greeting 
awaits us all.

If we could chart our roots 
back to Adam and Eve, we would 
yet end short of our ultimate goal: 
Confirming our kinship to God 
our creator. We are God’s own 
and our semblance to him must 
be restored.


